Topic 14
Placement stability and permanence

Key questions for the child’s social worker

Methods

Suitable for self-directed learning or reflection with a colleague or supervisor.
Learning Outcome

Review your understanding of placement stability and permanence and identify
actions you can take to support a child.

Time Required

Two sessions of 45 minutes.

Process

Thinking of your current approach, answer the following questions:

e How do you ensure that your assessment process includes listening to and taking
account of the child’s wishes and feelings, as well as considering their
developmental needs?

e How do you consider the range of permanence options in parallel to avoid delay
and disruption?

e How do you support the child through the permanence process, helping them
cope with uncertainty and anxiety?

e How do you provide support to the child regarding their identity (including life

story work) and contact with birth family?

0 What support do you need to do this more effectively?

What is in place to enable you to take account of the costs and benefits before

deciding to move the child to a new placement?

0 What else would help?

e What do you need from your manager, team or anyone else to ensure you can
match a child with a family who can meet their needs?

e What more could you do to work proactively with other agencies to ensure that
children receive the multi-faceted support they need?

e If the child is to return home, how do you ensure you have gathered and reflected
on evidence of improvements in parenting capacity?

e What do you need from your manager or others to ensure a staged and managed
return home so that children and their family receive ongoing support?
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Topic 14
Placement stability and permanence

Key questions for the supervising social worker

Methods

Suitable for self-directed learning or reflection with a colleague or supervisor.
Learning Outcome

Review how you support foster carers and adopters to provide placement stability
and permanence and identify actions you can take to support them.

Time Required
Two sessions of 45 minutes.

Process
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Topic 14
Placement stability and permanence

Key questions for the social worker manager

Methods

Suitable for self-directed learning or reflection with a colleague or supervisor.
Learning Outcome

Review current systems that are designed to support placement stability and
permanence and identify actions you can take to improve them.

Time Required
Two sessions of 45 minutes.

Process
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Topic 14
Placement stability and permanence

Key questions for the independent reviewing officer

Methods

Suitable for self-directed learning or reflection with a colleague or supervisor.
Learning Outcome

Review current systems that are designed to support placement stability and
permanence and identify actions you can take to improve them.

Time Required
Two sessions of 45 minutes.

Process
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Topic 14
Placement stability and permanence

Key questions for adopters and foster carers

Methods

Suitable for discussion with a supervising social worker or as a group discussion.
Learning Outcome

Review the information and support you receive to support placement stability and
permanence and identify how you can access additional information or support.

Time Required
Two sessions of 45 minutes.
Process

Thinking of your current approach, ans

» What additional information do you need

e How can you increase your |
and neglect on children?
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Topic 14
Placement Stability and Permanence

Case study: Rosie
Methods

Suitable for a small group discussion in a team meeting or as part of a facilitated
workshop. Individuals will need a copy of the case study for Rosie.

Learning Outcome

To identify the impact of early life attachment and assess the support that may be
required to enable Rosie to form secure attachments.

Time Required
30 minutes for discussion plus 15 minutes for feedback.
Process

Give each group a hand-out of the case study for Rosie and ask each group to
appoint someone to feedback their ideas.

Ask the group to read the case study and answer the following questions:

1. What are the immediate and longer-term dangers for Rosie?

2. What action would you take to protect Rosie from harm and to help keep the
placement intact?

3. What support would you give to Rosie’s maternal grandmother to help keep
Rosie safe and to manage her challenging behaviour?

4. What services might Rosie need to support her needs and manage her
behaviour?
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